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[The Blessing Pastoral Column] Singing a Song of Thanksgiving at the Tomb
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e A INES| £Y4 AMJIE & ZA ATE 2L CH When Thanksgiving approaches, we naturally think of golden fields, abundant fruits, and
31 o SO HIZ0| ZAl SiLELIO| S8|2 HOjEO, 40| FOjXl HA ZASH= ZHS OpEstn of barns filled with grain. It is right and beautiful to count God's grace bestowed upon us
. = throughout the year and be thankful for the fruits in our hands. However, the scene of "True
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of |_Eu 84 L < it z Z LFEOL bEsael B9 wol= & 2ol ot Thanksgiving" spoken of in the Bible was unexpectedly not a fertile field, but “in front of a
=20 sl 0|91 .
S82 SMot Tssts 78 @oIUASHE. tomb” where the stench of death prevailed.
s 27t B Q3EZ 12 LHARS F30[2ts BUXQ YoM AZELCE o=H0| At John chapter 11, which we opened today, begins in a desperate situation: the death of
ZSIA|E LIAIZ I HEO0f &1, 2H0| &AL = X| 0|0] L=0| X|GtSL|CH BE AQ0| ZO{X|2, Lazarus. Lazarus, whom Jesus loved, fell sick and died, and it had already been four days
AJAl M= LA 7E RIESH QRS QIZEMOl Lo2 2 0 ZAl: Y, EZ1F YYo| 0|22 X} since he was laid in the tomb. That place, where all hope was cut off and the smell of the
= decaying body filled the air, was a place befitting wailing and resentment rather than
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RS UL SRIE b 22| eEH0A 22 o hEE PR 7 AANE h& = thanksgiving, when viewed through human eyes. Yet, right in the middle of that despair, our

“ are = =2 ol ” . . . . .
2 E2|4L|Ct «OtHX|o] L] LS EoM ZHE ZAMSILIOICL? (2 11:41) Jesus lifted His eyes to heaven and offered the greatest thanksgiving. “Father, I thank You
that You have heard Me.” (John 11:41)
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S{AI0| Ofyl, SfLtLlol of&~g @iy «Ojg| ZHAPSIAISLICEH 2|0 O MK ZEA7F MEEQS o, Lazarus was still in the tomb. The stone door was still shut. However, the Lord did not look at
CHsl 220 Ya|T =S K7} HO| LIQE 7|X0| UGS LICH ZAFF 22 0|7 ZANF ® the visible reality but believed in God's promise and gave “thanks in advance.” And when
ge Agoz B0l EoUSLCH that preemptive thanksgiving was proclaimed, the closed stone door opened, and a miracle
°= e SME occurred where the dead man walked out. Gratitude overcame death, and gratitude turned
GAHoE R MR F4HAE £¢ BRol FHE ol MES) ZANASLICH 1620, My £ despairinto hope.
Aot YU S2 50 £ HECR RO HEE AJAFULL IS A= 75 & J4 o Historically, the very first Thanksgiving was also not a festival of abundance but a
CHAL AMYSH= JIEES 22 402 ZEHEQ £0f YYSL|CH 2=z 248t 152 1 29 thanksgiving for survival. In 1620, the Puritans who arrived in the New World lost half of
OHOM =22 ZHAFO| OfHYE CRLLICH 1S0|H ZAHS E740| XYUMA sk Zi0| ofLz, thei.r corﬁlpanylto sevtffre (':1(')1(1 qnd dizeasfet.) Befofrueuth?m la.y c;untlesl,ls 1grewe;whetr‘t? thzy
A BS 4 QI BILpLO| AFRS AlZ|ste (@IS0 TH0|917| MLt buried their beloved families, instead of barns of grain. Nevertheless, they offered a

service of thanksgiving with tears in front of those graves. For them, thanksgiving was not
something done when conditions were met, but a “confession of faith” trusting in God's love
that even death could not sever.

0

Mot & o2&, 20258 FLAFLE 0|
0

gHolste o2l ol X2l om L ZA| OfH
SENY BN ZIE O LN EoFNH2Y

=
5| E2/X| Y= 2Het otz Qs o0
o, > Sl= of4| e o] LotYX|E L& LT Beloved brothers and sisters in Christ, where do you stand in your life as we welcome
Thanksgiving Sunday 20257 Is your heart perhaps dark like a tomb due to unresolved
QE, LIAEO BY Qo MAl FUHL QF|0|AE SYUSHA LsHAL|CEH «Lf o] Y7t MoH & problems and pain? Does regret and resentment remain, asking, “If only You had helped me a
Uilo] e Ha[als little earlier...”? Today, the Lord standing before Lazarus’s tomb speaks the same to us. “Did
felo] d&82 I2}. ) ; )
I not say to you that if you believe, you will see the glory of God?”
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- OG' L - : EA;'S - o) ! N Hl_llok OH Ml = Ho* L == :I] i LHJ: N F:IO;T_OQ H True thanksgiving is a proclamation of faith that transcends circumstances. When you move
2 Feier FEgel #US FOMB M, otfgS 22 o0 oot - @S Aok ALHL aside the stone of unbelief within you and unbind the napkin of worry and fear that entangles
LIAIZE H2[A17] ffe dA7tel 22 Zodl of+del O M0 25 22| Al &7 3t & you, God will perform the ‘New Thing’ He has prepared for your life. The love of Jesus, who
golL|ct, walked the path of the cross to save Lazarus, is the power that makes us live again today.

Ol EAZIAIEY, L0 20|= x70| OfH WSoz Eajls ZA} 3|2E7|2 AU 2 I hop.e.that thi.s Thanksgiving Sun(.iay, thanksgiving offer.ed thropgh faith, not based on yisible
ZS BAl QOIME «0|0] S0A E2 W~ MESE 0250 ZHAL B B2 W J|HS o condl‘qonls, will be.restored. Even in the face of a t’(’)mb-hke reality, may your thanksgiving of
C otrlot =l ol e PP fao L i biol el A proclaiming “I believe You have already heard me” become the key that opens closed doors
25 S47h 8 AGULL FS0M 4322, YN TSR HIFAE stige] er2 Fa7t and calls forth miracles. I bless your homes and workplaces to be filled with God’s amazing

ozl 7rgnt LY 2/of BUSHI|IE FEYLC harvest that turns death into life and despair into praise.

«ZFALZ} 7|®HE BrEL|C RE Ho| FHeo| 8L} “Thanksgiving creates miracles. Everything is God's grace.”



